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SUBJECT: IEA: DATA TEST AND SPRING ALLOCATION TEST 

REF: (A) STATE 213446; (B) LONDON 13898 

1 . ON THE BASIS OF UK DATA SOURCES REPORTED REF B, IT 
IS OUR ASSESSMENT THAT MOST CATEGORIES OF STATISTICS 
WOULD BE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO DEVELOP INTO A DISAGGREGA- 
TED COMPANY-LEVEL BREAKDOWN WITH ANY DEGREE OF ACCURACY. 
AS FAR AS PRODUCT IS CONCERNED, THERE SEEMS TO BE NO 
CHANCE OF GETTING A USEFUL DISAGGREGATION. ON UK CRUDE 
IMPORTS, HOWEVER, IT IS POSSIBLE TO MAKE SOME EDUCATED 
ESTIMATES OF COMPANY PATTERNS BECAUSE THE PUBLIC CAN OB- 
TAIN FROM HM CUSTOMS (FOR A FEE) IMPORTS LISTED BY 
SPECIFIC PORT OF EXPORT. THIS INFORMATION IN COMBINATIO 
WITH A KNOWLEDGE OF EXPORTS FROM A PARTICULAR PORT WOULD 
PERMIT SOME GOOD EDUCATED GUESSES, BUT THEY WOULD NOT BE 
VERY PRECISE. 
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2. AS A MATTER OF UK GOVERNMENT POLICY ON PETROLEUM 
DATA, THERE MUST BE AT LEAST THREE INPUTS BEFORE DATA 
CAN BE PUBLISHED. IN THE ABSENCE OF THIS MINIMUM NUM- 
BER, THE GOVERNMENT AGGREGATES DATA INTO A WIDER CATE- 
GORY. 
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